(Coppright, ML)
64T SAY. Persis, I lost track of you In
I that ghastly mob. I'm sorry. By
the way, wasn't that tall fella in
the uniform the rame Lieut. What's-his-
name that was honeying around Mrs,
Neft?>™
Persis was in too flerce & mood to con-
tinue that nonsense. She turmed on Wii-
lie ma a she-wolf turns on & terrier at
her heels: . -
“Oh, Lerd' Can't I escape You for &
moment? Do go somewhere and smoke
something. Or If the worst comes lo
the worsi, drink something: but don’t
stand thers making green eyes at me liks
ape.”

“UGreen eyes like an ape he echoed,
stupidly. “Well, T'l he—" Then an
unusual viger of wrath mtirred him.
“Look here, Perzls, I won't bave you
make fun of me. I'd rather have you
hate me than make a fool of me. I won'L
be laughed at—I won't”

Persls groaned wilh repugnance: “0Oh,
voti've consed to be a laughing matter to
me, Willie."”

Willie was about to reply In kind, but
he gave ber & long look and, seelng how
besutiful phe was, grew more tender,
“Everything feems to have ceased to

he m laughing matter to you, Persis
What has come over you? Before we
woere married you wore always laughing
evervihing, everybody. But from
time we were martied you quit laugh-

ng. Hang it all. 1 married you to cheer
me up a bit \\'nu in heaven's namn has
changed you?

Befors this weakness ahe relented a lit-
nothing has changed me. Don't
' I'm just a trifie bored
' suppoRe vou're Jjust tired of me”™
he pighed—"everiasting me. 1 must be
) we lo vou. Lord knows 1 am to
myself™
She looked at him with suddenly gen-
tler eyes. In rontemning himeelf he wan
umending himself. The best approsch |
an tribunal, as 1o A divine, = A\
shie mnd & contrite heart., She put)
her hand to him, hut he did not see |
ke gre off to find some one to lead
to & Scoteh highball, And Perwis,
that shs was rid of him, was free
glidle forward to the marble bench,
nhers she could see Forbes half con-
e In n grotto of shadow and a mood
of gloom.
The thoug
cAYs her pause
atrocity of attempling
n mind when she had taken such sol-
vows so publicly., She must be
Willle She tried to diamiss
itnce by telling hernelf that it
childish to run away from
aught might of Mra. Neff
£ about with the recaptured
She dreaded what Interpretation
Neff would put upon her appear-
it the environs of Farbes Ehe re-
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WHAT WILL PEOPLE SAY*

9 By RUPERT HUGHES

With lUdustrations ¥y Jm Montgomery Flm

els’ diversion. He suggested a vixit to
Bwitseriand and Lake Geneva. She
would have liked to go to the mountains,
There was something hercic in them. But
Evian was closely adjacent to Switser-
land. She nobly suggested Norway and
Sweden. The thought of fjords and mid-
night suns and things was also herolc.

XII--AT THE DEVIL’S BALL

embrase, and spoke from a dasze: “"No—

enemy, leaped to hia ald with instinetive
womanlisess. I forgot—I must be out of my mind.~

*“You are fll; let me got

In the meanwhile she must make hasts
to dross for the Frix des Dragn, and she
took msoma Interest in the cholce of &
gown sufficiently striking to insure sue-
cess In the flerce rivalry of that great
costume race.

Everybody sald that the world had not
seen such undressing In public since the
Grecian revival ag the time of the Di-
rectoire. Forsis was not the least as-
tounding figure there. She felt that. after
& deed of such sacrifice as abe had

Ing overheard, but, being visibie,

ed him to her slde,

wna deep with slegy:

and embassies, town houses, hotels, and your heart™

and then she avolded Paris and went to are yoq taying?

fate willed that thelr eommunion should
be renowed sahe would no longer tamije
with destiny.

fhe wondered if times had cured Parbes’

lave, She wondered |f he caresd for some
one else—Mildred Tait, for instance, or
some Parisinn witch. At the mere|

thought her heart beat ke the wings of
a wounded bird, and she knew that sha
loved him mnd always would love him.

This was her humor when she met|
Forhes again, She had tried In various!|
ways to galn Invitations to affaira of
the Embussy But Talt wasted no
diplomacy on outting out the Ensleea
He was the more brutal about this since
he felt that he was guarding his daugh- |
ter's welfare. |
And then the Ensieea came to Paria
in an unusunl snowstorm. and winter
sel in mbout the gld man's everworked,

membered with whnat flerre eriticism she
nd alwavs met the slighiest indiscre-
tinns nf other married women

r she hapt ed upon the surrep-| on day Mrs. Mather Edsecumbe found A scarecrow’s, mnd
- awe We b, a and learned that| oo posioces shivering like & pair of waifs| Jeoniine head y ¢
= r sit and Forbes were IPAVINE | jy o restaurant famous for its cuisine the Immense \r\* he Epoke
Pariy In the morning to take the Waters| ,.q4 |nfamous for its hentlng Arrange- vant
somewher=—Yichy, Carlsbad, Marienbad, ments She asked them if they were ! v you fenl®
or Msatlock: he wan not surs where, coming 1o the dansant she was giving at “1]‘|» staggered away, almost sobhered
She sent for Willle, and he came With| por home that afterncon. They had for- with fright. Persis stood wringing her
a slight elevation of manner which| goitan a1l about 1t. and Persis pleaded hands. Through her brain ran the mutic
showed that he h?d found r:m- :n- 110; an engagement with her doctor, Mrn. | of the tango they were playing:
mrrange him At least one Scoleh-and- = - o X
sodn. :-,‘1‘;, nIpo w“.’ 9O_gorry.. Thite wopid| At the deeil’s tall, ot w- 1ar;'. hatl,
! . ” iardly any Americans thers, then, | Dusring with th e fertl
He was demonstrative in the ear and| aveons the old falthful Ambassador and | Duzcmg at the deriis bail, - 3
very affectionate in the elevater at the Capt. Forbes,™
Hot«l “"'"—L."" where they were SIOD-| poicis' heart warmed Instantly, but nh-! 8he ran to the doar like m fure and
pinz. This did not endear him to Pernin. | Liy L ‘was afrajd that she had some | shrieked: “Stop that music! For God's
Hixp man rx¢ n elance with her| o e rement booked: | y sake. stop that mume'
i S off thelr wraps, i ANEAgCaNt KW N ANy CANS, . P that mus
\ i mald had been sfnt fo ther might drop In for a minute. Ehe The music ended In shreds ~f dlgeord
-'.mr-- ‘-.?.-sﬂ'llln;: .|'“.” Persis’ phivered with exuitance and biamed it The dancers Saised b D
L he she sat staringe at] % the chill | then turned lke a ls o
ronin whers sh arin 3
ul beauty in the mirror. He saw “‘h"" 5 o'clock came round Persis care- | | tle and drifted townrd th
listlesn she was, and was awkward-| J2=#l¥ remembersd the half-promise to | mturned to Forbes's side bending
rager 10 cheer her -up, He could not| Mre. Mather Edgecumbe. Willle was out | cloas, heard the old man spesking thick-
\ . her more than by teying| 0F bumor. Persis angelically urged him | | Iy as his bands futtered feeblv About
o' ' ) to stay In his room and nurse his cold. | Forhbes' arm
¥ ke off gloom as a wet :!:;”:;“}_';r:! '::"';‘::;"hf:: ‘;'”' "}'!'"'d"" “Harve) m so—sor-rv  far rveu—and
y .. 1 13 ._:l:“: ok un® Den't 'ldf‘d to .,Hl._" hvl h:: :md ‘:Y:- mn:e :; A TACH f:':n!.\:r;_n ke care of—my poor—ch-child,
foe | ™ “Yau' g benutigul; | the 1endernexs she was lavishing today WAp Sk TCOTERY "Tc!.- yes'" Forhes whispered
e - it She could not shake him loose. . -
ripping tonight He lald . . . . The saft ha Riided alongz Farbes'
her bare arm Ehe started| The dansant was a fallure In Mrs Forbes followed the chair as if it “were already the coffin of his 10eal among men. arm in a fimbling caress.
b and before she realized 1t | Mather Edzectrmbe’s miind. and fn her ““Th-thass-a gno' bov. Yo heen &
eane don't paie me” sister Winifred's heart, for the nstorm ——— en 10 Har-har-vew,
at her. aehmst “y you | Kert most of the Parisians away, and the| Hin nlnofness of manner gave Perals & Bt diotically, “Fan, fan, who's 2ot ln NSew York d-agced into the mire of ! i not demand everything He Goo' !.' e Gond-by"™
that ™ < Ambassader sent word by Forhes that! #ense of lonellness, and she wailed o the s Amnd s0 he fluated harmlessly | public shame tragedisy that began as wl left r as Forbes appeared| “_.'[ down and preassed his 1
vt Willie® Tt's my-| he ®ould be tardy If he came a8t all, He him as from afar. “But ecan’t you un-| and Iy out of the clond that was lnhocert experiments In friendship ar. W the mocking laughter i ey g ed Dis Uips
“Tau mustn't | Pleaded motives of wtate But he sent derstand how fate has made a fool of th ns arpand his household T*on't risk i1, M Fonsles You &Are on the band bruyed another tango. p = lth "‘_.q face 1
e blue and| Forbes with his apologies me? | married for wealth and to cut a But now =he was confronted by an ad- | dangerous gro 1 thie distance, but it was & .4 thro _\;,_.". ] ._!.h:,‘,,,':
Forbes, having been on a visit in his Wide swath. Well, 1 have the wealth. 1 yersary of more weight and acumen than She mused t And vou think he amment Persis mads haste to| . ‘.l_.. .lhr' ~ ".rl‘; “' :-I‘! I'.I
ide and| official capacily, was again in uniform. %" Tut the swath. Rut I've found that wWillir, m man whoss trade was diplomacy | loves me -t siness done. ‘r,..,..'| \ h..a.gr. Ring ,;.:
e svmoon, and hoth | His eyves a chreks were aglow from ambition isn’t enoligh, any more than | and  palities Ambassador Tall came A gesture of racaped the Harvey, good-by., I'm off to “.1_. :n,; » _,‘..‘I_n‘.“l.‘.‘.] "ll
= . e Gad® 1 wonder if 0'.h-r| = 1. mnd Persis watched him with | Your -r_-l-.!i-t ambitions were enouch. Hur- | farward. He was & Hitle pals and wank. | barsador How yuld soeh 1 Cantl 1amorrow.’ bips ';I_‘ r RESRARC e TR
ried onnples e 1o feel thim wav | ade . A% he came nearer and nearer, Y0¥ I'm lonelv,  terribly  lonely MY ! and he felt his heart labering In his maln i G H it hegins it 1 thought he stammered, . ; ywed the chair as |' P
na ta green| He not see b even  when he  NPATL In empiys it in ke an old demerted | hreagt, hut he had at least one more | unlawlul g = not golnz 1o leave just as We| girends +fin of hi p .
ff 1t throueh™| pitsed (o talk to Mrx Edgecumbe, po| DoUse. and a ghost haunts it and the ght in him, and when he found' “Hut | love him.” she insiated, “a . an cht—* e, - Persis walted io .'| -
ch in Hogarth's| close 1n Persis  that she could have Shost ls—l don’y have to il you Who' Forpes inly snmeshed, though strug me with all Lik heart Some You ®t have known I was onl¥ | pow and  then ‘“.-_,.' pa
1\ whore the wife Ix| touched him And when she could not e Fhost (s° =ling. in Persis’ gossamer web, the ald | | presume” <the on row cast ' Mrs. Enslee now, And n‘-- - .;:.L h.nn—f“!«‘l‘ o
i teband 1= sunk back| #ndure the delay any longer, she thrust “And  you  know’® Forbes echoed,  man resolved to make the fighy at what-| shadow over hes al v —""wame day » Joined —* “-;uii:' wola nensive wil h 1
hies chair in a dl=mal Muper  Only he| her hand h his eves, and mur-| What ghost haunts me.” | ever vost. | doulie, he'll find somebody he loves mars He wns te himself with rage. 8he| her. whining 28 L
' Yriat J k I'l gt drunk*™ mured arbes doesn’t remember| Periis was melied hy hig kinship with After m moment of hesitation he came| A he'lt mares He can have any - had whee him out of hisghonor, and | T =ay d girl, Iet's he peiting home—
e mt out o find  hisn omuall me. but T met him in New York ages|her suffering. She leaned so close to him | nejsk forward with a blunt: “Pard dy now: v 1 be came tn me he now she i him where she had !-»!1| 1
- When Be came buek her door) ago™ that her very perfume appraled tn Bim me 5 moment. Mre En<lee, T have « | was roor: he d mones. But 1 alsa | 5 |
" ked Her volre, suddenly leaping out of the ! @8 the perfume wherewith one flower calln artant communication for the o .;_ el Tira! tings have ehanged Min vou ard Enalee (God'e !
iw Bt e ammunion with her| ETave  of 10Ty terrified  him, He! 19 another In the noontime of desite.  (qin  Thess state secrets von know.” | mones e te him, as It alwsve vol wn't speAk every time a hired|
v for ho She faintly heard her | whirled so quickiy that his sword caughy A sahe sald: “Harvey, I'm going 10 to1l | And b lod Forbes to an adjoining room. |comes, too larte  [lut 1hat # no reasap far Preavher reaches outl for g \unvn: for!] Persis did " v An l1 by Tl
" poine on dnor. and call- heT COwW? Ha knelt to disengage It, | Y09 & terrible secrel that Pyve hardly ghe tihrary, whers he siid in a low tofe. | robbing me of my  chance for ! It was the devil Snined A " } f his roat and her
E t at intervals in thicker and| and thers was laughter over the confu-, dared ifo tell myseil: 1-1 crossed the “Jarvey. my boy, I've cooked up an Im- | while of happiness  And you mustn't - God Keeps you asun God jolned you ciesty diapersed.  Dut-
thle like a far-| siom, then Mrs Edgecumbe was Ocean to find you!" aginary errand to get you awsy from | oh, vou mustn't rob him of the happiness with me He meant us for fach other ] Rubbub of chns-
44 She waws In| called away by a newcomer, and they He was suffocated with longing for her.  hep ™ ‘ I could zive him'™" Rat you hada't the courmnge to face A rineos and cars, af hornsi
semvlaty with were together and horrar of her. He gasped, My But Forbes tosse! his head at this as=- “"Bul, mv good woman-my dear girl little poverty. You wanted prestige and | drors xlammed
She took her boodolr cap fram her halr, Ver=la heamed upon the compiete dis-| God! on your honeymoon'™ peraton on his ability to take care of i vou had your chanee: vou made yvour position, and you bought them with the| fixed, sl staring whers.
In the cascade of 1t peering! array of all his faculties, and spoke with Everywhere in that day there seemed | himself He answered, *I'm not afraid.” | choles. You must pav the price We love Ihnl belonged tov me. You haven't| ne . iv her face
1 a% from a eavern. and smoking affected ralliery, though her own mind! 10 be & band somewhere playing a tor-| Talt's cyes grew Very sad, though his | can’y sl have the love we want. T can't. the® rournze now to deny thar vou are| Forbes wa red back all!
Bhe wasx smoking much ton! was in A seethe | key-trot. There was such n band hers, Mps smiled when he amld "Well, I'm| You can't*” unhappy, that sou love me still ™ | d. Ehe foreed r hand on him, |
Wit she felt a companfonship 1In At last we meet agnin® And how mag- | Andd such music was 1o he expected;: but | afealt for you. You're not responsible Persis lalk! her hand on his arm.  “Rut She trembled before the storm of hfq‘ toolk it Ay Tt ¥ =ome time|
tis Ax she held the ean In her| niflcent we are In our gorgeous uniform’ | there was something whimsical about the  when vau're In her magnetic cirele r ‘hy? Why ™ | wreath. “But [ don't—I don't love You| h v eoull apealk that wltimats word
hought of Forhes: and the re-| 1t's only the seennd time 1've seen ¥ou ! MMet that the tune ‘h|li‘lhd siruck Up, Then, secing that Persis had resolutely ‘Such a love n= yours ix against the| any more. 1T am happy.” “Fread
sn fovons that she! In it And 1 belleve wo are no longer NOW was a rag-time version of “Men- followed them Into the room. he ralsed ) great pnwritten laws of sociely ™ “You can't look me In the eves, Per-| Porsis wrung his hand and sighed
ta brave the world te z¢t back to| nlain Mr Farbes—hut captain? apt. | delssohn’s Wedding March. ™ s volee for Persis’® benefit: “You'll ml’l Prersis would not be crushed with pre-| sin, and repeat that Jle.” | - il fellew I'm worry he hate
Harvey Forbes 1. 8 A’ And they say! Perais was so eager 10 be In Forbes' the papers on my desk. Read them care-| coptn.  She sneered selety! Ta any- She tried vainly to meet his glare. She| iv. He =il ha'd fizht ,..‘.m;n
irei how he would look| we are rich now, Whay a pity 1 didn't| arms again, and the dance was so ampie | fully and sign them If they're all right Ih..d,- on the sqiinre .\ hy lhmlirin'l we | mumbled weakiy, “Why, I'm happy—| ia 1ill he diad. and now—*
onderstand. She imae-| walt & little™" An excune, that she amiled Into his mask | They must be mailed this evening.” Then | be happy in our own way enough”* ! 1 not hear her. Ha was
hnek from her as from Farbes was hurt at her flippancy, He| of horror. “We haven’t danced for ever| hs deliberately pushed the reluctant and Tait hesitate!, then answered coldly:| “Da vou love me still™ he demanded. | think ng y of the foster-father he has
rent. She threw a clg-| amiled dismnally, and she purred on: 1| *0 long.” | taltering caplain from the room, hardly | “Thers are ten thousand reasons, Mrs | “Nopo! Of eourse not!” loet. He mumbled. with dark dejection:|
nt her Tace In the mireor and . you your title and your wealth; A wanten whoop of the violine swept | jeaving him lll‘l’l' tn me “You'll excuse| Enales. T'll give von the one that will! He wanted to xtrike her. primevally “I'm nlons now—alons'™
¥ “Pa She could endure any-| are vastly becoming: almost as hecom- | away all such solemn things as honar.| me, Mrs. Enslee” appeal to vou mont weongly: “You're| for a coward, a llar, a female cad He| But Persin’ face was sverswept with a
thing hetter pnn moech echesapening of| ng a= all thess huttons and cﬂlul'ltru: decency, duty. He rose and eaught her Persls understood it all and answersd | bound to get found ant rantrolisd himeelf and groaned: “Well. | shaft of light. Glancing over her shonl 1
- In Forhes' eves. And after nl| ar " Ehe walked around him.| in his embrace. Tt was the same girl- with thinly velled pique. *“T'Il have to.™ She blanched st this farer.  "Don’t| that makes cverything simpler. Good-| der, and seeing that no ans was nea
he wrn to think of her self-re-| look 1 over like an Inspecting of-| ish body. irresistibly warm and lithe.| But she would not surren@er him sn eas-| speak te me as though 1 were a orim-| by their Avor., she moved claser 1o
Bhe hmd only herself. She must| ficer "m-m® How very nice! Magni-| They swung and sidled and hopped with | {1y, She called after Forbes. *T'Il expect| inal™ She weizgd hism arm and threw off the| jaid her other hand on his, and
that self preclous fNeent '™ | utter cynicism. The only remnant of his! vou back as soon as vou have signed He struck ott again. “Then don't be- “Harvey, Harvey, 1 ean't| with ali meekness and wim‘a question-
\ our ot last with her sllent war.| VForbes was distraught: he groaned, "I| horror was & foolish. bewildered, mut-  those—alleged papers’” come one You have o richt to love s T ean'ty endure the tho'l.lgl“.t of | fng appesl
he hent her head on her crossed hands| see you've not forgotten how to make fun| tered: “"How could you? The Ambassador was Jolted. He could | Capt. Forbes, nor he to love you. It ls| it I can't live without your love. | -‘xq} alone, Harvey™ T®m here ™
and (e}l aslren among the fripperies of | of me. | “Come o Paris™' she asked think of nothing to say. He watched| s simple guestion of dury.” jon’ re what happens, 1 never did He oponed his clenched eves a littls
her dressing-1ahle But Pergls went on In mock petu-] “Yea" | Forbes go, then started to follow: noted| She had no refugs but & prayer. “T im- love anybody else but you. T never and met her upward gaze. Fle closed his
Hlours later she woke In bhroad davlight| Innce: It wasn't at all nlee of you to "Because 1 felt you still log'ed me as T that Persix was alons, and remembersd | plore you not to break my heart™ ahall” eyes Again apgxinst her. She walted,
nnd crept to bed with tingling arms and| cest me off just becauss I married Wil-| stlil love you, and because I thought you | the lnwn of courtesy enough to ask: Tait donned in manner the blmek eap| His love came back in a wild wave. He| Only a meoment, and then with a sndde
sehing  forehesd. Sha  did  not wake| e were—perhaps—alraid ~ “May I send you mn ice—or your hus-| of a judge. Such hearts as yours ought| seized her blindly, and ahe hid blindly in| frengy he gripped her In A& mad embrac
seain i noon Nichette had HpiSed There was so dire a meaning In her “Afraid, eh?™ He laughed, hu profes- | band ™" to be hroken, Mrx. Enslee, for the heaith | his arma, sobbing: *1 am so unhappy,| mnd smote her lips with his. Sbe closed
haut her like n sentinel nnd had kept| hint and se much danger In playing sional soldier's pride on fire. "Well, 1, “An lce—or my hushand?™ Persis wawm| of the warld ™ . to unutternbly lonely! You must love]| her eyes In ecstacy
Willie a: n distance. He discharged her| azain with the fire whose scar he still| don't think You will find me & coward.” | forced to smile at wsuch a coliocation.| Persis saw that for ance appeal could | me, Harvey, for T Jove you. I love vou™| Immedintely he staried hack from her
n fdozen times, but she simply shrugged| hore that Forbes ceased fencing and And he tightened his arm about her| “Neither, please. 8it down, Ambassa-|not melt. She said, with resignation:| They wero asoblivious of their peril as| in horrar, groaning: "“What am I thln'.'-l
and sniffed and answered him in French| siashed: “Why do you torment me? You| ke a vise and spim her so dizsily that. dor” “Then you ars my sworp enfmy ™ Tristan and Isolde in the speil of the love | ing® And he's Just dead™ i
tr:n.rnrld for him to follow ar reply te. r—rungd my love once. though ahe was rejoiced by his hrutality. Talt had not expectad this. With a| *“No™ Talt protested. I would be your| philter. Only the old Ambassador, who “He's dead, but [ live She meant
When "t last Persis sat up with her| “Never vour love, my dear boy.” sald| the discretion that was hey decalogue | hesitating “"Er—ah! Thank you!" he| friend as far as | =afely can. But I love| had hovered near to shield their fare.| saly to seoths him. but through her low
coffas and crescents on her knees. Nich-| Persis, with abrupt merjousness. “1| spolled her rapture. She feit again that| seated himself as far ax possible from| Harvey as a son, | would save him from| well. saw them. The vision was like a| volos an exultance hroke Jike s bugle of
stte read to her the news in the French| never refused your love—only your hand.| swoon of fear, and made him lead her her on & leather divan. Immedistely ahel the fire of perdition, bheautiful as it la | thunderbolt. To hear of a scandal, to be triumph. and she whispered again: T
columns of the Paris Herald, She learned| I alwaya oncouraged your love." back to thelr niche. rose, crossed the room, and sat next| bright ms it ia. And you are the fire” | ronvinced of it is as nothing to seeing It.| live! T live'™
that Ambassador-elect Tait and his en-| “But I was poor,” Forbes sneered. She dld not knmow that Ambassador| to him. There was no escaping her now,| “And so you will fight me™ Persis fal-| That comes llke an exposure, an inde=. 8o the syes of Jasl must have widened
toursze had gone to Evian-les-Bains i “Yen, you were poor.” Persis sald, tak-| Tait had come In and had watched the| and Talt feit Itke calling for heip. tered. cency, a siap In the face. The Amhnn-[whm she had driven the nall through
Willia came In with new plans for Per-| ing his own word and turning it against | vortex, 'was watching now with terror Perais forsook all the modulations of “Ta the death!* the old jurist cried, as! sador was furious with disgust. Hal the templea of Sisera

undermined heart. He did his best to!
keeps Persls and Forbes apart; but when
were the old ever vigilant enough to|

thwary the young?

him, “and I knew less than I do now.”
Bhe walked awny to & niche beside »
statue where they could talk without be-
Were
chaperoned by the crowd. She sunk upon
u settle of gold and old rose and motion-
Then, while her face
and her fan proclaimed that thelr con-
versation was of the idlest, her volce

You have a husband

ing smile.

Pergig Ignorant of his
“Oh, it Is wonderful
gether agaln!™

“Wonderful,” Forbes pantsd.
is In & crowd, and you are married.”

to see you anlone, does L™
anxiously and challengingly.

showed the Influence of mild tippling on

he drawled

the look on Forbes' face and ber answer

esplonage,
to be to-

“But it

“That does not mean that I am never
she asked,

::l;:.lul;'u.‘:::;ﬂl::l p[l:u&;e:.h'u::mn:?:; “My whole heart has alwa been |'a limited capaclty, and, coming forward,
from Bwitzerland till ahe rend that Am-| 2 CUrs for the naking—and still is. shook hands foolishly and forcibly with|
bassador Talt was &t his desk in Paris.| [ OTDes recolled with a sudden: “What| Capt. Farbea. “How d'ye do—Mr. Ward," |

“Ambassador Talt,
me ™"
“Why 1-1 admire you lmmensely,”

why don't you lik

amaged.
“You love Capt Forbes, don't you?

Persin lunged at his heart again; and he

answered, solemnly:
‘“Yes, I do,

“Really! You fatter me' But why ™"
Taly twinted hia blg, soft hands togeth

he could speak. ““This s very embarrass

diplomaocy and cut stralght te the point

he

as If he were my own pon.”
‘“Why don't you want me to see him?™*

Persin lsughed with a kind of pride

er and stared at her n long while before

mormed Into the room: "“Can I belleve
my eyea? Are you bows loat to common

and mine”™ He staggered weakly and| sense” Is this your discretion, Mra. Fns-
Jolted against the dlvan, loe? Do you realiss where you are”
Peorsis, that he was bor| Persls toppled out of Forbes' relazed

you something.” Talt was filled with empl. “What
Tait straigh d i if with an ef-| if it bad been any of the that had
fort, saying: “TI'm all right now, thank)| found you two maniacs as I did What

of you. 1 mustn't let myself get excited,|if I bad been Enslee’™

that's allL.” He was touched by her sud-
den charity in his behalfl. He sazed at
her sadly, and, taking her hand, spoke
) venerably as & father. He was too sad
for her sake to be sad for his own. “I'm
sorry for you, little woman You've a
blg, warm heart: but thia Is & cold, hard
world, and you mustn't try to break its

muttersd,
stand everything. "

retrieve yourself.
#ea Mra. Fnsles again.”

Talt snapped: 1 accspt.”
Persis wan frantic at
her passion, *“No, no'

they're thse world's code of

tionalitles
let |

morals, If vou really love Harvey,
him go his way."

“I'Il preva tn you that [ do love hlrn"'r
she sald, laoghing nervously. “T'1 give

Oh, den't!

between you two

| plors sou®
He shonk Her looss "T am
your husband what T saw "

His muscles

ned to sand,
\ huf In a hen

siralghtened the arms

Parsis was as amazed as he was, She
“T know—1! know-—but 1 can't

Talt tried to patch up Ma Droken plan,
“Harvey, you've disappointed me bitter-
I¥. But I give you one more chancs to
Promise me never tg

e ; " “Harvey, try to be fust. If you had| Forbes was still wise enough and well “Why do you want to ses him® You're | laws. They are based on the scandals Forbes shook his head.
:.:,I;;“:nl:.‘x,ﬁr.lr,.:::i:‘l l;vr. d'h” r.:::l been rich—oh! If you had been rich!—| enough aware of his own :-u:-lon to may. | married” ° and the tragedies of thousands of years.| Talt eould hardly believe his menses
Willie raised a tempest .nhm:: u::p:o-n then. sa you are now, Harvey, then I| “But discovery and scandal would be| “Hut they don't keep Women in harems | milllons on milllons of foolish lovers. The “My God® Must the deep friendship of
but mhe felt that she had dope euoul; could have belleved that such & thing as| the only resuir’ | nowadays. Paris is very dull this win-| world is old, my child, and It s strong-| (w0 men always be at the mercy of the
for him. She was suffering that morn- & love-match s feasible.” “Not if we wore very discreet.” Per-|ter., Don‘t take Capt. Forbes away|er than any of us. And it can punish [ first woman that comes along? Harvey,
ing-after sullenness which follows unus- “Hut 1 was poor!* Forbes reitersted.|sis pleaded, thinking of those lonely | again.” without mercy. Don’t risk L™ Harvey, I beg you to glve this womad
ual indulgences in virtue ag woll as oth- with a knell-like persistence. monthse “As | remember, you gave him march-| An almost unknown samestneas stirred u?. e
T FXCeamen. “That was Fate's fault, not mine®| “But your husband?® ing orders once yourself. You mustn't| Persis, “You're right, of course. T sup- I ean't

Life once more was & tango, She sald ::"srlil. In all solemnity, “But Persia uttered that ugly old truth, *1f | mind If he goes of hin own accord now.” | poss T must give up all hr.;u_r of hnrmhl' Tnl.ts volre  gittered  with anges,
shifted from costume to costume like & haven't I been honest with you? You de-| we can evade gossip abroad, we shall be| “But he won't go of his own accord if | neas. It's my punishment. T'll take my, "You've got to. T command you to! You
dressmaker's  moddel She went the clared that you ,‘,°"'"’ me. [ confeswed | safe enough at home™ you don't make him, Why do you?| medicine Nks a little man.™ !tl_lnt ’“!’:llrlll this infamy and remslm
rounds of thes dansants, and musicales, | Tkt 1oVved you. | And as if in object-lesson, Willle Ens-| You're not afraid of me?" “That® splendid”* Tait cried. “Live| with me

v “Was It honest, then, not to give me|les joggiled up th. very moment. He “Oh, but T am.” square—in the apen. Respect the conven-| Forbes set his jaw hard. “1 resign.”

this sutcrome of
e
rather die than be the cause of A breach
She clutched Tall's

gning tn tall

And thea the man most derply concern=

doorwasy. Willis Ens-

} aill spoke with a

blur “"Parahish (LE time we were
dres2hing for d-dinnper

Talt looked nim disgust, then at

Persias and F = whn stood cowering

with musgiense The old man shivered In

an agony of decision “Mr. Enslee, I

mist ol —

i Ha clapped hia hand to his heart. and
rtrurels At the words T must tell you
—I munst tell you—good night'™

He could not force his tongue to the
task. The flerce offort bmkes him.  He
wavered. A sudden languor invaded him.,

He erums-

wa Tan to him and with all 4iM-
et eaved the limp huge frimes into &
e} that Persisn pushed forws

Trouviile. "ﬂ',“ "Capt. Forben, dear,” Persla corrected.| Ing. Mra. Enalee, but since you are so| him up. He used to think I was heart-| arm. “Dom’t listen to him!"

And 80 the days totaled Into weeks, and .W'lut d‘m‘ that prove™ was Persis’| “That's right. I always was an asas | frank, let me sk yoo one question. Will| leas and mercenary. He shall g0 on F_"rb"- seized her other hand. Tl not
the weeks becams a month, two. three | M Feply. 1 don't owe him anything|about names Mr. Ward. 1 haven't meen you answer it frankly ™ thinking so. It's awfully hard. but it Is| §i¥e you up again. Vou belong to me"
Mix. Eho fled from boredom to boredom. | in I‘h- Inside of my heart. He didn't buy | vou for years an® years, have we?* Have “That depends af the question,' Per-| the one way T can help him, Pnte 1™ You are _-rrocklm; my trust In hi-
Ehe skimmed the cream of life and whip- that, thank God! Hefore the world, [ vnu met 1y wifeT Oh, of course you sxis chuckled, never dreaming of !ts na- The old man squeeged her slim band In| manity, Tait groaned; then his wrath
ped It, and it turned sour, Though her| owe him everything, and 1 should be the have.” thire. When il came if was both of hie. hazed again, “But I'll break up this In=-
nhiding places were nll oases and her "“f‘ to abhor any open indiscretion. for Forbea was revolted. There was some- “Are you In love with Capt. Forbes™ “it's the one wWay. God bless you' And] ® At any cnst, even Iif I ha teil
tents werp of silk, she led only a Bed-| ™Y ten commandments are condensed to| thing loathsome about the littie farce Bhe laughed evasively now, “What a| you won't se¢ him ngaln™ i
ouln existence. After all, she and Willle two: “‘Don’t be indisereet” and ‘Beware, Ensles reminded him of the clown in “I remarkable quesation’" "N she sald. with all the vigor of | i""ﬂ_ﬂ stared at him in a panie "T«g.
wrre but tramps—veivet-clad hoboes. Va- of what prople will ray’”  What more| Paglincel,” and Persia. like another The old lawyer repeated the demand:| her soul Then she caught a glimpse of | eouldn't do that."
rlety became monotony. luzury an op- could a husband ask™ Nedda, was determined to finiah the “Are you In love with Capt. Forbea™ | Forbes. He had returned hurriedly. He| Talt had made one step to the door. He
pression, contentment & will-o'-the-wivp, Forbes tossed hig hands in despalr. He! scene.  Tucking her fan under her thigh. “I think he ix very nice.” she dodged. | was looking for her. She amended her hung Irresolute before the loathsome of-

She went to America and found thul",.“ her up. She snd her creed were be-| she said with inpocent voler, “Oh, Wil- “Fuyt what has that te do with our promise Fxcept to tell him good-by fice :vf the tattie-tnle. "What in th.
loveless contentment was nol among the | “:"“l hin .‘md’r"'“d’"ﬂ:- lie. I've lost my fan somewhere: would friendship* I've got to tell him good-by—and make| of God in & man 1o do? If T te r
Yankee Inventions. She went back to I wasn't bred In your world. T can't| you mind looking for 1t* “Priend*hip!" Talt excinimed, with hit-| him think ! was onlv—only fooling him. h'-l"fmﬂﬂ I am a contemptible ca 1§20 4
Europe, and [t was not among the r‘;ﬂ-'umar";nd & thing You have sald" he Obediently Enslee turned and wandered terness. “In my day, Mre Fnslee, 1| hsven's 1™ don't tell hlm?‘ am ¥y " Ha
slan devices. There was everyvthing ftl"| groansd. | about, scanning the floor carefully and, have seen anme of the proudest famliles The old mar's rriumph eollapsed agaln. rﬁl‘z'ir'.'*lr““fi:ﬂpﬁ.. I'll’\f_!. chose hetwesn the
sale on the Rue de ia Palx except pemce. | ::—:.nk ..‘1_ I'd .’\.hv'r h-;.-: ¥i |. twa
Ehe had not came to Parls purposely to | n Ir':-- lil_ cad lhn—l to be & criminal and
find Harvey Forbes, but she had wick- ::n:‘:“ﬂ-d- He took another step to the
ened of bheing good, and she had grown I'-I-q_- = . - - "
nauscated with denying her heart It wral f‘..-?\: to his sipeve Ns T im-

’




